CONSERVATIVES IGNORE YEARS OF FOOD WARNINGS

> September 18, 2003

> From a press release

> THUNDER BAY, ON - NDP Leader Howard Hampton today called the 

Conservative

> government "missing in action" when it came to protecting consumers 

and

> ensuring food safety.

> "It is unacceptable for the Conservatives to say 'we'll fix it in 

five

> years'," said Hampton. 'That's five lost years already, when they 

could

have

> been building up consumer confidence and protecting farmers' futures.

> Instead they were missing in action, and now they want to take 

another

> five." "This is clearly a pattern of behaviour of the Conservative

> government that must be stopped," Hampton said. "Conservative budget 

cuts

> and privatization weakens public services, resulting in tainted water 

in

> Walkerton, a weakened health system unable to deal with the impact of

SARS,

> and now questions about the quality of the very food we eat." The 

Toronto

> Star today reports that the government has known for more than five 

years

> that there were problems with the meat inspections system, but didn't 

act.

> The report quoted in the Star warns of "tremendous harm done to the 

human

> population and economic dislocation to producers and processors if 

there

is

> an outbreak of disease caused by irresponsible meat handling and/or

> inspection."

> Hampton's 6-point Grade 'A' action plan for safe meat includes:

> Hiring back the full-time trained, experienced meat inspectors laid 

off by

> the Conservatives in the late 1990s.

> Increasing the level of inspections at provincial packing plants,

including

> off-hour surprise inspections.

> Improving the tracking of meat products from abattoir to retail 

outlet.

> Informing Ontarians immediately when there is a potential health risk 

from

> tainted meat.

> Calling a public inquiry into the growing tainted meat scandal at 

Aylmer

> Meat Processing.

> Tougher penalties for violations.

>

