> 3 LAWMAKERS ON MEAT RULES TOUR A MODEL PLANT

> August 1, 2003

> New York Times

> Elizabeth Becker

> http://www.nytimes.com/2003/08/01/national/01MEAT.html
> FORT WORTH, July 30 < Three members of the U.S. Congress were cited as

> touring a cleanliness-conscious hamburger plant here today to build public

> support for stemming the rise of tainted meat sold in the United States.

> The story explains that after donning white lab coats and matching

hairnets,

> the lawmakers spread out on the factory floor. They spoke to safety

> inspectors and scientists, as well as to workers who measure pathogen

levels

> in the meat every 15 minutes as it moves down the production line.

> But during this first outing by members of the newly formed Congressional

> Food Safety Caucus, there was pointed disagreement among the legislators

> about how much change was needed to ensure that no more children die of

meat

> poisoning, and even about whether that was a realistic goal.

> The starkest difference in approaches was that between Representative

> Charles W. Stenholm of Texas, who called for better enforcement of

existing

> government regulations, and a fellow Democrat, Representative Rosa DeLauro

> of Connecticut, who wants those regulations overhauled so that they match

> the procedures already adopted at plants like the one they visited today.

> That story explains that the plant, run by Texas American Foodservice, a

> unit of the American Foodservice Corporation, has gained notice for

helping

> to redeem the Jack in the Box fast-food chain. After the 1993 debacle in

> which hundreds of people became ill and four died as a result of eating

Jack

> in the Box hamburgers tainted by E. coli O157:H7, this plant became the

> chain's main supplier of ground meat and worked with it to set standards

far

> more stringent than those required under the federal food safety system.

> Among the safety procedures the plant follows is to buy meat only from

> slaughterhouses that pass its pathogen tests and that label meat so that

any

> problems can be traced back to the source.

> Representative Tom Latham, Republican of Iowa, whose home state has dozens

> of packing plants, was quoted as saying, "The reason we're looking at this

> business is to let the bad actors in the industry know we're not going to

> let them continue."

> Congressman Stenholm, on the other hand, said his goal was to put an end

to

> constant negative talk about unsafe meat and show that if plants follow

> existing rules, then the meat they produce will be safe.

> David McLin Theno, senior vice president of Jack in the Box, who

established

> its food safety system with officials at the plant here, was cited as

> telling the lawmakers today that new federal standards might be necessary

> but that in any event, supervision was crucial.

> Tim Biela, vice president for food safety at Texas American, was quoted as

> saying, "When we first started our testing system, we didn't have many

> friends in the industry." The company's suppliers "didn't want to have us

> test their meat. Now they're calling us up and asking, `Now how do you do

> it?'
