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A UK government report has, according to this story, found genes from GM
crops are interbreeding with other crops and weeds, and that evidence of
contamination between engineered oilseed rape and non-GM plants has been
discovered following a six-year research programme.
Environmental group Friends of the Earth has warned that the results
highlight the potential threat of "super weeds" in the British countryside.
The research found that the weed wild turnip was affected by gene flow when
planted next to GM oilseed rape, prompting fears that it could become
resistant to herbicides.
Peter Riley, spokesman for Friends of the Earth was quoted as saying, "These
results should cause the Government to think again about the long term
implications on the commercial growing of oilseed rape.Contamination of
crops and seeds is inevitable once commercial growing begins. The prospect
of super weeds causing problems for farmers is a step nearer."
Mr Riley accused the Advisory Committee on Releases to the Environment of
complacency over contamination levels and called on the government to review
ACRE's role and he also criticised the Department for the Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs for not publishing the full report on its website

