HOUSE REJECTS SLAUGHTER BAN ON 'DOWNERS'
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> The U.S. House of Representatives has narrowly defeated legislation 

that

> would have banned the sale of sick or injured livestock.

> In debate before the Monday night vote, the amendment's sponsor, Rep. 

Gary

> Ackerman, (D-N.Y.), noted that fast food chains Wendy's, Burger King 

and

> McDonald's don't accept meat from downed animals, and that USDA 

prohibits

it

> in the federal school lunch program.

> The USDA estimates 130,000 "downers" are brought to slaughterhouses 

every

> year.

> Opponents said banning the sale of downed animals would prevent USDA

> inspectors from detecting possible cases because the animals would 

never

> reach the slaughterhouse for inspection.

> "You will drive this whole process literally underground," argued 

Rep. Bob

> Goodlatte, a Virginia Republican who chairs the Agriculture 

Committee.

"The

> animals will be buried on the farm, and perhaps put in the food chain

> illegitimately."

>
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