SHIP WITH REPORTED ILLNESSES RETURNS
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MIAMI  -- Health and police officials were cited as saying that a 

Carnival cruise ship returned from a three-day sail Monday carrying more than 

seven dozen people who had contracted a gastrointestinal virus.

The Fascination, an 855-foot ship that carries as many as 2,052 

passengers and 920 crew members, returned to the Port of Miami waters shortly 

before 5 a.m. after a voyage to the Bahamas.

It was not immediately clear how many passengers were aboard the cruise,

which departed Miami on Friday afternoon. A later story says a total of 190 passengers and four crew members on the Fascination reported vomiting and diarrhea, but experts had not yet confirmed whether they had a Norwalk-like virus.

Dr. Steven Wiersma, the state epidemiologist, was cited as saying as saying

the illness is seasonal, peaking in the colder months, and is not uncommon,

adding, "We've already seen some (cases) in Florida -- this is not just a

cruise ship issue.

Another story cited federal officials as saying there was no evidence 

that bioterrorists are behind the spate of gastrointestinal illnesses that 

have plagued cruise ships.

