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> Surprised diners at a popular Oslo restaurant were, according to this

story,

> among those suddenly forced to abandon their meals when police and 

health

> inspectors conducted another raid Thursday night. Officials are 

cracking

> down on rampant restaurant violations.

> The story says that around 100 diners were literally kicked out of

> restaurant "Curry & Ketchup" in Oslo's Majorstuen district, the 

seventh to

> be closed immediately by inspectors who claimed it didn't meet 

hygiene

> standards.

> Scores of other cafes, restaurants and food stores have been cited 

for

> everything from poor hygiene to labor law violations to deficient 

food

> storage procedures and possession of smuggled meat in recent days.

> The story adds that all told, 171 of 183 eateries raided were hit 

with

> citations. Four were closed on Wednesday and another three on 

Thursday.

> The owner of "Curry & Ketchup," like those of other cited 

establishments,

> was furious over the police action Thursday. Hamid Chizari accused

> inspectors of destroying a business he used more than 10 years to 

build

up.

> Nor did he understand why the police and inspection teams needed to

"storm"

> his restaurant, scaring guests. Police officials, however, vow to 

continue

· the crackdown in an effort to clean up the local restaurant industry.
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> Just when temperatures finally started soaring comes the bad news 

from

> health authorities: Recent inspections showed that far too many 

machines

> producing milkshakes, soft yoghurt and ice cream were full of 

bacteria.

> The authorities (Naeringsmiddeltilsynet) were cited as claiming that 

one

out

> of every 10 machines tested in May and June had unacceptable levels 

of

> bacteria.

> Three machines in the Oslo suburbs of Asker and Baerum were shut 

down,

> reports newspaper VG. In Trondheim, two of three milkshake machines 

were

> found to have worrisome levels of bacteria that could make consumers 

sick.

> Places serving ice cream cones also fell under the critical eye of 

health

> inspectors, and in Oestfold, seven of 13 spots were cited for poor

quality.

> Inspectors claimed the bacteria often built up in the water buckets 

where

> ice cream scoopers were laid to rest between use.

> Inspectors said that hygiene standards in general, however, were

> satisfactory, with 81 of 226 sales locations getting high marks.

