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The problems of the EU poultry industry over the last year was the leading
topic at the 45th General Assembly of AVEC., the association representing
the EU poultry industry, took place in Killarney, Ireland last week.
The Assembly heard that 2002 has been a difficult year for the EU industry,
mainly due to the effects of the explosive growth in imports of salted
poultry breast meat from mainly Thailand and Brazil as well as the harsh
competition experienced on export markets.
The theme chosen for the General Assembly was "Food Safety - Level playing
field worldwide".
Speakers from Thailand, Brazil and the US were invited to discuss how safety
of poultry products is ensured for the export products in their home
countries.
Despite numerous invitations to various EU officials in DG Sanco, the
Commission directorate general responsible for the protection of the health
of EU consumers, no DG Sanco representative was in Ireland.
The speakers all said that the poultry sector has a common obligation of
ensuring those products do not present a danger to the health of consumers
worldwide.
However, there was concern following the results of a FVO mission carried
out in Brazil, and the findings of veterinary medicines (such as nitrofuran)
banned in the EU, in products imported from both Thailand and Brazil.
"There seems to be no doubt that controls carried out in the poultry
production in these countries are not sufficiently stringent," said a
spokesman for the British Poultry Council.  AVEC stressed that it had
serious concerns over the safety of imported products and made it clear that
it would not tolerate that the confidence EU consumers generally have in
poultry meat is put at stake by imported products with safety doubt.
AVEC also strongly attacked the American cross-subsidy policy, which makes
it possible for the US to maintain prices of product, such as breast filet,
sold on the domestic US market at relatively high levels and at the same
time allows for other products, such as leg quarters, to be shipped out of
the US at low prices which are more competitive than those of the EU
products.
"Whereas the EU sucks in ever more imports from third countries, poultry
exports to the US, Brazil and Thailand are virtually non-existing," said and
AVEC spokesman.
"Even after the entering into force of the SPS agreement, which allows WTO
member countries to take appropriate sanitary measures, provided that they
are based on science and not used as unjustified trade barriers, the US
continues to maintain bans on imports due to supposedly science-based
reasons.
"AVEC will not accept that system to continue and it must be dealt with in
the coming WTO negotiations in order to assure a level playing field and
safety to the consumers for all products marketed."

