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> CALGARY - Alberta Premier Ralph Klein was cited as saying Wednesday 

his

> comment that any "self-respecting rancher would have shot, shovelled 

and

> shut up" when faced with a sick cow was a frustrated reaction to 

Canada's

> mad cow crisis, not a suggestion to producers, stating, "I did not 

intend

my

> remark to be taken literally, but rather to comment on what I believe 

is

an

> absurd situation. I did not, nor would I ever, counsel anyone to 

break the

> law by not reporting a suspected case of BSE. Nor did I intend to 

insult

the

> rancher who owned the diseased cow, or the ranching industry in 

general."

> The Alberta farmer who had the stricken cow, Marwyn Peaster, was 

cited as

> saying he agreed with Klein's comments, adding, "(It) would save it 

from

> ever becoming an issue."

> Steve Pilcher, executive vice-president of the Montana Stockgrowers

> Association, was quoted as saying, "That statement is very 

irresponsible

and

> is far from being an accurate portrayal of the cattle industry. If 

that

were

> the official position of the province, then I think obviously the 

people

in

> the U.S. would have to look with additional caution at any move to 

further

> re-open the border. But I would assume and hope that they take those

> comments just as one individual's frustration."

