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> According to this story, a Kelowna, B.C. bakery is fined after a 

mouse

fetus

> is found in a bread wrapper. A Richmond importer is found with E.

> coli-tainted clams illegally imported from Fiji. A Vancouver company

spikes

> harp seal reproductive organs with the active ingredients of Viagra. 

And

an

> Abbotsford slaughterhouse boils hundreds of turkeys alive.

> Those are, the story says, among the stranger and more gruesome

> investigations that led to successful prosecutions by the Canadian 

Food

> Inspection Agency over the past year or so.

> Ken Lowe, an investigator with the agency in New Westminster, was 

cited as

> saying an inspections staff of 350 in B.C. enforces about a dozen 

federal

> statutes dealing largely with food importation, processing and

> interprovincial trade. As such, the agency works closely with Health

Canada,

> Fisheries and Oceans Canada, and the Canada Customs and Revenue 

Agency.

> Much of the agency's work takes place at airports, border crossings 

and

> slaughterhouses, monitoring food for public safety and protecting 

against

> the importation of diseases such as foot-and-mouth and Newcastle, 

which

> could devastate Canada's farming industry.

> Michel LaBrosse, national import operation manager for the Canadian 

Food

> Inspection Agency based in Montreal, was cited as saying the number 

of

> violations has increased because the number of imported foods coming 

into

> the country has gone up, adding, "It's a cultural trend that keeps

growing.

> People have a taste for exotic food. There are new recipes on the

Internet.

> People expect to find these foods now."
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