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A 48,000-tonne shipment of US corn likely to contain genetically modified
(GM) grain is, according to this story, to be crushed and steamed to prevent
the uncontrolled spread of GM seed in Australia.
The grain, imported for poultry food, is due to arrive in Brisbane by sea
this morning. It is the first shipment of corn subjected to Australia's GM
safeguards.
The story says that the unusual import of the grain has been triggered by
feed shortages caused by the drought.
But the anti-GM group, the GeneEthics Network, has called on the Australian
Government to send the shipment back as GM-free supplies were available.
A Health Department spokeswoman was cited as saying  the corn would be
milled, steamed and made into pellets in a high-security process which would
prevent GM seed germinating in Australia.
She said GM elements would be destroyed by the process and there was no
scientific evidence to suggest the GM content would pass on to the poultry.
Australian Consumers Association head, Louise Sylvan, was cited as saying
that even if there was no GM residue in resulting human food, consumers had
a right to know GM ingredients were used in food production and this was not
provided for by Australia's labelling laws.
