GOVT WILL NOT BACK DOWN
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> New Zealand Herald

> The Government was cited as saying it will not back down and stop the

> commercial release of genetically modified organisms despite a new 

poll

> showing public opinion swinging heavily against the move.

> Environment Minister Marian Hobbs was cited as saying yesterday the

> Government would not change direction, nor would it impose stricter

> conditions on commercial release, and that the New Organisms and 

Other

> Matters Bill, which sets the conditions for release of the organisms,

would

> not be strengthened with tougher conditions than those now proposed,

adding,

> "I am still talking with the select committee and people to hear what 

they

> are saying, but I would have to say basically we are continuing along 

the

> line as put up in the bill."

> The story says that a nationwide survey of 801 people in the Weekend

Herald

> showed 68.6 per cent wanted to extend the present ban on commercial

release

> beyond October 29.

> The Herald-DigiPoll survey also showed those wanting genetically 

modified

> organisms banned for good increasing from 23.2 percent in June last 

year

to

> 37.8 percent. The shift in the public's mood coincides with a 

worldwide

> consumer backlash against GM food.

> Ms Hobbs was further cited as saying the Government spent $6 million 

on

the

> Royal Commission on Genetic Modification, which reported back in July 

2001

> with the recommendation to "proceed with caution" adding that, "The 

Royal

> Commission is probably the highest level and the most considered 

level of

> decision-making we have in this country."

