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BRUSSELS - European Development Commissioner Poul Nielson was cited as
accusing the United States on Monday of spreading lies about the EU's stance
on genetically modified (GM) food, specifically that U.S. Trade
Representative Robert Zoellick lied when, earlier this month, he said some
EU governments had threatened to withdraw aid from poor countries that used
biotechnology food products, stating, "This very negative lie has been
circulated and repeated recently by Robert Zoellick.    This is a strange
discussion. Very strange. We are approaching a point where I would be
tempted to say I would be proposing a deal to the Americans which would
create a more normal situation. The deal would be this: if the Americans
would stop lying about us, we would stop telling the truth about them. This
is a proposal for normalising the discussion."
It was time for a more civilised exchange of views, he said.

