FOOD EXCEEDS BACTERIAL LIMITS: AUTHORITIES SAY THE TESTS POINT TO 
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> Almost 80 per cent of raw-food samples and 30 per cent of cooked-food

> samples analysed by the B.C. Centre for Disease Control last year,

according

> to this story, exceeded bacterial health guidelines.

> The story says that information supplied to The Vancouver Sun after a

> provincial freedom-of-information request reveals that 78.8 per cent 

of 33

> samples of "raw ready-to-eat" foods tested by the disease-control lab 

--

> vegetables, sprouts, salads, and sushi -- failed to meet federal 

health

> guidelines for at least one of four bacteria types.

> Of 555 samples of "cooked ready-to-eat" foods tested, 30.6 per cent 

failed

> one or more bacteria types. The random tests in food establishments,

> including restaurants and delis, covered a wide range of foods, but 

mainly

> meats, poultry, dairy products, salads, sandwiches, baked goods, 

Chinese

and

> ethnic foods.

> While the bacteria tests are used as general indicators of public

health --

> rather than evidence of an impending health threat --authorities say 

they

> hint at a growing problem of establishments cutting corners in a

competitive

> battle for the same consumer dollar.

> Nick Losito, director of health protection for the Vancouver Coastal

Health

> Authority, was quoted as saying, "In Vancouver, we have an 

over-abundance

of

> restaurants, too many marginal outlets. The profit margin in 

restaurants

is

> small. They get squeezed from all sides -- staff, supply and energy 

costs.

> They tend to start cutting corners."

> He said there are about 3,500 restaurants in Vancouver, up at least 

700

from

> 1996.

> Some smaller restaurants may resort to buying stolen foods such as 

cheese

> and meat out the back door, he said, risking both public health and 

their

> business licence. Others will reduce the frequency of the cleaning

schedule

> to save money.

>

