Politics as usual:
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NEW DELHI - India's ruling Hindu nationalist BJP party has, according to
this story, asked the federal government to bring in a bill for a nationwide
ban on cow slaughter, in a move analysts believe is aimed at winning Hindu
votes in upcoming state polls.  The story says that the cow is considered
sacred by the Hindu community, which comprises over 80 percent of India's
population. Cow slaughter is banned in most states in the country.  With
several states going to polls this year, political parties, led by the Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) -- which has been favouring the ban
for years -- have begun focusing on the issue once again.

