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> At the start of the 12-week trial of Peter Roberts, 68, dubbed 

"Maggot

Pete"

> in the British newspapers, prosecutor Ben Nolan said, "Over the whole

period

> of this alleged conspiracy, very large quantities of condemned 

poultry

> entered the human food chain at significant risk to public health. 

The

> victims of this fraud were the companies, firms and innocent 

customers who

> bought poultry believing it to be fit for human consumption, when it

reality

> it was condemned meat."

> Denby Poultry bought waste carcasses for about 2 cents a pound and 

later

> sold the meat to various supermarkets and foodservice institutions 

for

> upwards of $1.09 a pound (see Jury convicts British supplier for 

selling

> condemned poultry to supermarkets, Daily News, Aug. 29, 2003).

> Denby was licensed only to produce pet food products, but was able to 

take

> advantage of the poor enforcement of regulations governing food 

standards.

> Police found that veterinarians employed by Great Britain's Meat 

Hygiene

> Service and based at slaughterhouses to ensure regulations were 

adhered to

> were often inexperienced and foreign, with some having difficulties

> interpreting the "complex written regulations."

> According to Nolan, many vets had poor understanding of the 

differences

> between high and low risk waste, which defines whether waste birds 

are

safe

> to be used as pet food or are diseased and must only be rendered for 

use

as

> fertilizer.

> During the trial, jurors watched footage shot during a police raid of 

the

> facility that showed storage bins overflowing with rotten, green-hued 

meat

> and the "crude, filth-ridden processing plant," where the poultry was

> deboned and packaged. The footage also showed a large pool of 

standing

water

> in the middle of the factory, which was later discovered to contain 

raw

> sewage.

> Nolan said that hired vans used by Denby to collect waste and deliver 

the

> meat were infested by maggots and heavily stained with blood. One 

driver

> told the court that his van had a 2-inch thick carpet of maggots and 

that

he

> refused to park it near his home.

> The conspirators

> One of Roberts' colleagues, David Lawton, 55, who worked at Denby and

later

> ran it from May 2000, earlier pleaded guilty. He admitted that he had

earned

> more than $473,320 from the fraud, using the money to fund numerous 

trips

to

> Thailand to find a wife.

> Nolan told jurors that MK Poultry, run by two other men who have also

> pleaded guilty, sold the chicken to schools, hospitals, and through a

> ready-to-eat meal manufacturer, to major supermarket chains Tesco and

> Farmfoods.

> Another Denby customer was B Davies Meats, which sold the poultry as

fillets

> at another major retail chain, Kwik Save. Brian Paul Davies, 37, was

cleared

> of charges; however, the trial judge criticized him for his 

"cavalier"

> attitude towards food hygiene regulations.

> The meat was also sold to Derbyshire Police's staff canteen and the 

court

> heard that some waste birds used by Denby might have been infected 

with E.

> Coli-septicemia, bacterial hepatitis, and staphylococcus.

