EXPORTERS GET WIND OF CATTLE'S DEADLY DIET
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> A dodgy diet that leads animals to virtually choke on their own fumes 

has,

> according to this story, been pinpointed as one of the factors 

involved in

> the high fatality rate of Australia's live meat export trade.

> The story says that last year, thousands of sheep and cattle died 

during

> export, sparking scrutiny of the conditions on ships carrying them 

long

> distances, such as the Middle East.

> New research has found that the high-protein food fed to cattle on 

their

> journey leads to odours humans find offensive and can be fatal for 

the

> animals.

> Jeisane Accioly, a researcher at Murdoch University, was cited as 

saying

the

> diet produced high levels of ammonium in the animals' urine, that - 

in the

> right conditions - becames a vapour which affected their breathing in 

the

> ship's closed confines.

> Together with high temperatures and humidity, and the fact animals 

for

> export are already stressed, that vapour can prove deadly, the

veterinarian

> told the Recent Advances in Animal Nutrition conference at the 

University

of

> New England this week.

> The answer, according to Dr Accioly, lies in giving the animals more

> roughage, such as hay, and decreasing the amount of high-protein 

grains

fed

