AUSTRALIA'S BARRIER REEF POISONED BY CANE FARM RUN-OFF:
REPORT
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BRISBANE, Australia - Australia's Great Barrier Reef is, according to a
scientific report released Tuesday, being poisoned by chemicals draining
from sugar cane farms.
The story says that the 200-page report by a Queensland state government
scientist found that the world's largest coral reef had already suffered
significant degradation and recommended restrictions on the sale of
fertilisers and pesticides to cane farmers.  Cane farmers have previously
denied responsibility for problems on the reef, but Queensland premier Peter
Beattie said the report was conclusive.  "The fact is that there is damage
to the reef and we need to take appropriate action," Beattie told reporters.
The report found that even though cane farms accounted for only 1.1 percent
of the catchment area that drains into the massive coral reef off
Australia's east coast, they were responsible for most damage

