BLAIR FORCED TO SCALE BACK BRIT's PLAN TO INTRODUCE GM FARMING
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> Prime Minister Tony Blair is, according to this story, drastically 

scaling

> down his plans to introduce GM farming in Britain in the wake of the

Hutton

> inquiry, the Independent on Sunday can reveal.

> Senior officials at the centre of the issue were cited as condeding 

that

the

> Prime Minister has accepted that it would be politically "too risky" 

to

> force through widespread commercial planting of GM crops in the teeth 

of

> public opposition, following the catastrophic collapse in public 

trust

> following the Iraq War and Dr David Kelly's apparent suicide.

> Official sources were cited as saying the Government's formal 

decision on

> the technology, expected next month, will now not be taken before the 

end

of

> the year "at the earliest."

> And, the story adds, ministers and officials are now going out of 

their

way

> to insist that the Prime Minister is not "gung-ho" about it, even 

though

his

> personal enthusiasm - coupled with attacks on GM sceptics as

"anti-science"

> - has long defined the Government's position.

> The story says that the breakdown of the public reaction has yet to 

be

> published, but it is believed to demonstrate widespread hostility to 

GM

> crops and foods and show that the Government, the biotechnology 

industry,

> and the largely pro-GM scientific establishment have signally failed 

to

> convince Britons.

>

