FARMERS SELLING BLACK-MARKET MEAT

> August 4, 2003

> CTV News and Current Affairs

> LISA LaFLAMME: Despite heightened concerns over the quality of our 

meat, a

> CTV investigation has uncovered a black market in this country. It's 

run

by

> farmers who raise animals and then slaughter them to order, selling 

to the

> public illegally and without inspections. Even though there is a risk 

of

> disease, business in black-market meat is brisk. As CTV's Jennifer 

Tryon

> reports, the government is getting some of the blame.

> JENNIFER TRYON (Reporter): On the day we arrived at Mike Piccirilli's

farm,

> coincidentally so did another $7,000 in fines. Piccirilli has been 

charged

> with slaughtering animals on this farm illegally, without a meat 

inspector

> or licensed facilities. And he was selling this illegally-processed 

meat

to

> the public.

> MIKE PICCIRILLI (Rabbit Farmer): Oh, I know for sure there are a lot 

of

> people who are still doing it illegally.

> TRYON: So we found out. Our hidden camera revealed the black meat 

market

is

> alive and thriving. Within ten minutes, the animals are chosen, and 

the

deal

> is done.

> DR. TOM BAKER (Ontario Inspections Director): We do hear reports of 

the

> sanitation being quite abysmal. Certainly people who are buying meat 

from

> unknown sources like that are really taking a risk.

> TRYON: But this restaurant owner you can't match the quality of

on-the-farm

> meat, even if it's not inspected.

> UNIDENTIFIED: The quality is much, much superior to others.

> TRYON: Last year in Alberta there were two charges. No convictions. 

In

> Manitoba, just one charge that was dismissed. But the illegal meat 

market

is

> worse in Ontario. Since 2000 there have been 211 charges, 95 

convictions.

> Some farmers say that it's government that's forcing this black 

market,

that

> regulations to operate a slaughterhouse legally are too strict, too

> expensive and only accommodate big business, forcing small farmers to

> process meat themselves right on the farm, risking fines, jail time 

and

food

> safety. For Piccirilli to operate legally in Ontario, he had to raise

prices

> 20 percent, driving many small operators out of business.

> BAKER: We have seen some decline in the number of abattoirs.

> TRYON: Those in the slaughtering business say rigid government 

regulations

> will either see them belly up or push them further underground. 

Jennifer

> Tryon, CTV News, Kitchener.

