CHINA LIFTS BAN ON WILD-ANIMAL SALES: RULING SPARKS FEARS TRADE IN 

EXOTIC

> SPECIES COULD BE SOURCE OF ANOTHER SARS OUTBREAK
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> BEIJING -- China's wild-animal dealers are, according to this story,

swiftly

> gearing up to sell their exotic products to restaurants and food 

markets

> again, despite concerns that the lucrative trade could be the source 

of

> another SARS outbreak.

> The story says that the Chinese government had banned the sale and

> consumption of wild animals this spring because of scientific 

research

> suggesting a possible link to the SARS epidemic, but authorities were

unable

> to stamp out the thriving black-market business.

> Yesterday, four days after Beijing lifted the ban on 54 exotic 

animals,

the

> official trade was already back in business.

> An administrator at the Cha Tou wild-animal market in the southern 

city of

> Guangzhou was quoted as saying, "This is certainly good news for us. 

Our

> merchants have already started to sell animals from the list of 54

species."

> At the nearby Xinyuan market, vendors were planning to resume sales 

of

> exotic animals as soon as they are officially notified of the 

government's

> new policy.

> The World Health Organization has, the story says, expressed concern 

about

> the revival of the wild-animal trade, calling it premature because a

proper

> risk assessment has not yet been conducted.

> By lifting the ban, China has made it easier for private 

entrepreneurs to

> portray their wildlife products as a safe business without any link 

to

> severe acute respiratory syndrome, even though scientists still 

suspect a

> connection.

