ANIMAL RIGHTS ACTIVIST IS REMOVED FROM GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
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India's high profile animal rights activist and former minister for welfare
Ms Maneka Gandhi has, according to this story, been removed from her
position as chairwoman of the government's Committee for the Purpose of
Control and Supervision of Experiments on Animals.
The story says that the committee had earned the wrath of Indian scientific
researchers over recent years for its approach to animals in scientific
research and for its "raids" on both government and private laboratories
(BMJ 2002;325:1192).
The committee which gives permission to registered institutions to carry out
animal experimentation has inspected 467 laboratories nationwide since
December 1998. It has found that 400 did not have basic facilities for
housing and care of laboratory animals, according to the latest committee
report published in the women's journal Manushi, which has devoted an entire
issue to the subject of animal welfare.
Ms Gandhi says that the conditions in Indian laboratory animal houses and
the practices used in experiments with these animals are among the worst in
the world.

 

