Thai companies to claim no bragging rights at food-safety meet
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Members of the Federation of Thai Industries who work for food processing companies were cited as saying that Thai authorities could learn a lot from other countries about law enforcement and efficient food safety management as the three-day second annual FAO/WHO Global Forum on Food Safety Regulators will be held from tomorrow until Thursday.
The story says that representatives from the public and private sectors of 160 countries will offer insight on food safety management and food safety control, which stands to benefit both food processors and consumers.
Sommart Prapertchob, the chairman of the food processing industry division of the FTI, was quoted as saying, "Unfortunately, I cannot see any success story from Thailand to share with other participants."
Mr Sommart was further cited as saying the government had tried to position Thailand as the "Kitchen of the World", and a major food supplier with a sound understanding of food safety, but the government had not implemented its plan properly to help reach that goal.
His biggest concern so far is overlaps among regulators overseeing food safety, particularly in the health and agriculture ministries, which have totally confused food processors, adding, "The food processing industry is urging the government to clearly define what each organisation is accountable for. We would like to see the food safety issue clearly divided into two parts, namely consumer safety and promoting and standardising food safety."
The Public Health Ministry should monitor only consumer safety while the Agriculture Ministry should supervise food safety, he said, with duties clearly set out to prevent any duplication.
Business leaders have also called for a one-stop service for food certification, which would help shorten approval times.
