New study decries livestock drug for dramatic decline of Asian vultures
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NEW DELHI - A new study into the catastrophic decline of vultures in India and Pakistan was cited as blaming the drug diclofenac, a painkiller treatment for livestock which is widely sold across the counter on the sub-continent.
The story says that conservationists have warned that if the drug is not banned immediately, vultures in South Asia could be extinct in three to five years.
Populations of three species of vulture have plummeted by more than 95 percent in the past decade, placing the big birds on the critically endangered list and causing much hand-wringing among environmentalists.
The link to diclofenac was first exposed in January by researchers led by Lindsay Oaks, a veterinary microbiologist at Washington State University.
The story explains that in the latest research, British zoologists drew up a complex computer model that factored in vulture demography, eating habits, percentage of dead livestock likely to be available for these scavengers and the amount of residual diclofenac likely to be found in the carcasses of buffaloes and goats.
The findings exactly mirrored the proportions of dead and dying vultures that have been found in the field which bear the symptoms of diclofenac poisoning: a kidney disease called visceral gout
