Local body chiefs agreed not to reveal contamination risk
November 8, 2004 
The New Zealand Herald
Bernard Orsman 
The chief executives of the seven Auckland councils, according to this story, agreed more than a year ago not to tell thousands of ratepayers that their properties were potentially contaminated with dangerous levels of DDT, arsenic, lead and copper from horticultural sprays. 
The story says that the deal has come to light after the Waitakere City Council director of public relations, Wally Thomas, accused Auckland City of "breaking ranks" with a regional agreement to disclose the information only on land information memorandum (LIM) reports when properties were sold. 
Waitakere chief executive Harry O'Rourke was cited as confirming yesterday that the chief executives forum agreed about August last year to flag the information on LIM reports pending site-specific soil testing standards from the Ministry for the Environment. 
Legal advice obtained by Auckland and Waitakere councils said that "likely presence of hazardous contaminants" only required the councils to put the information on LIM reports. 
Auckland City has refused to release its legal advice, saying it is covered by legal privilege and will remain secret.
