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Animal rights protesters were cited as saying that more than 3,000 Australian cattle were currently stranded aboard a ship moored at the Jordanian port of Aqaba.
Animals Australia executive director Glenys Oogjes was cited as saying that a dispute between importers over space in an Israeli feedlot had left 3,300 cattle stranded for the past three days aboard the livestock vessel MV Maysora.
The Maysora left Fremantle on October 30.
Ms Oogjes was further cited as saying the cattle were now pawns in a territorial dispute between importers, adding, "Once again we have a clear example of the endemic problems of the live export trade."
A spokesman for Agriculture Minister Warren Truss was cited as denying the animals were stuck, saying he was aware the vessel had left Fremantle with 8,500 cattle and some 20,000 sheep onboard, adding, "The vessel has sailed to Jordan to unload stock, mainly for Israel, and all of the stock have been unloaded apart from about 3,300 cattle. They are now occupying space on the boat where there were previously 8,500 cattle so you can appreciate they've got a lot more room and there's plenty of food and water onboard. There's no suggestion there's been a refusal of the animals, it's merely a logistical issue and they will either be unloaded when that's resolved, or alternatively, they'll be unloaded into a Jordanian feedlot which is available now if there's a suggestion that their welfare is any way being compromised."
But Ms Oogjes said Animals Australia had received advice that this was not a viable option.
